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BIRDS AND ALTITUDE " 

"And so up the gradual slopes, with the wind behind me. 

A much greater effort this, stopping every few yards with a 
slight anxiety lest I should not make the distance, ..As I • 
approached the tents, I was astonished to see a bird, a chough, . 
strutting about on a stone near me." So wrote Sir John Hunt 
describing his sensations in the'South-Col of Everest at a 
height of 26,000 feet: and moreover he continues, "On the 
same day Charles Evans saw a migration of small gray birds 
across the Col." 

We thus have examples of both migratorj* birds and resident 
species, the chough, a member of the crow family, which had 
presumably flown up from a somewhat lower level, both sighted 
near the top of the world. The question naturally arises, 
how do birds manage to survive at this great height? The , 
answer is, I am sorry to- say, virtually unknown, but it must 
be presumed that in the'resident species there are various 
changes in the bodily shape and function to counteract the very 
low density of the air, the very low temperatures and high winds, 
and the extreme ultraviolet glare which are encountered. 

In a man who lives at a high altitude for several weeks, 
and it must be for several weeks,.compensation for the low 
oxygen .pressure in the air takes place in the main in two ways, 
firstly by an.increase in the concentration of the oxygen-carrying 
red pigment in tbe blood, the haemoglobin, and secondly by an 
actual increase in the total volume of the circulating blood. 

Nothing is known about this type of response in birds, . 
although a report that the heart of the mountain ptarmigan is 
larger than its lowland relative is suggestive that a similar 
compensation does in fact take place. The lowered air density 
would also be expected to affect adversely the mechanics of * 
flight, and birds of high altitude-tend to-have greater wing" 
surfaces in proportion to their body size than birds from sea 
level. ’ This allows a greater lift to be exerted for each 
wingbcat. - 

The problem of exposure to cold is rn.milar to that encounter¬ 
ed by arctic species, and it is solved in much the same manner. 

The main mode of compensation is by an increase in body size, 
as heat is lost more slowly from a largo body than from a smaller 
one. The Great Horned Owls of the mountains of Mexico, Peru 

r\ 
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Birds and Altitude (cont’d) 

and Bolivia are larger than their relatives from the plains and 
forests beneath them. ’ , 

To come down from the heights to a lower level, The altitude i 
of a bird can either be considered relative to sea level, or 
relative to the ground directly underneath. There are no records 
that I have seen of birds flying more than r /,000 feet above the 
ground; in the Wilson Bulletin in 1956 a letter described three 
records of chimnqy swifts having been seen at this height by an 
airline pilot, and on each occasion fronts of cold and warm air 
were meeting, the warm air riding over the cold, and the birds 

seemingly going with it.. This combination of meteorological_ 

conditions' m&y'Explain other examples of birds seen at unusual 
heights ■aboy"G'"thc ground; however this is only speculation. 

So far my remarks have been mostly in reference to resident 
species, and the fact that migratory species.,can suddenly expose 
themselves to groat heights, and still live, without giving them¬ 
selves time to get used to their changed environment, is truly , 
remarkable.: This can'only-be explained by saying that the' 
tolerance of those birds to'-changes in their environment is very'; ' . 
much greater than that of man and many other mammals, but un? 2 • ' 
fortunately this statement' only hides our ignorance of the. real , 
mechanisms-which take place. . 

„ .< ft • • 0 • O O f> O 0 

V ICTORIA' DAY MATURE WEEK-END CAilP 

1 ' Z ^ V;.. ;v ' ' ' By ..' . ' ... • . 

. Barbara M. Steenberg. ' 

From May 16th -‘to 19th 1958 four blue and brown guiders from 
Don Mills, Ontario,' attended a Nature weekend sponsored by - the 
Hamilton Naturalists’ Club. The cost was, plus transportation, 
|5.00 with the^application hand the balance on arrival at the 
camp. There was no "age limit, the youngest being twelve years' ' ! _ 
and the oldest•Seventy-two. (Minimum 18 years•of age this year). 

Tie Object of this weekendwas ..to instruct various youth ... 
leaders, in ail phases of wildlife, so that they,, in turn, could 
pass dh.all ..they 1 ear hod to their own .groups. Among those.present■ 
were Members' of Naturalists 5 s . Clubs. Church and.' "Y" leaders, Scouts, 
and Guide Leaders, and Yo.uth .Camp Directors etc. , ; and the- camp : ■, - 
situated at ‘Ryerson Beach on Lake Erie near Simcoe, was a Church 
Camp.... 

It is' pnde’fStood that this is the first time a : weekend of this, 
typo has been hold and all the organization was Conducted .by the 
Hamilton Naturalists’ Club. Tie Comp.was under the able' direction 
'Of Mr. Bob tBhllchtyne and the curriculum was' planned, and conducted, ■ 
by Mr, Bob-' El stone, who secured well-qualified and competent in- , 
structors in such subjects as: mammals, reptiles and amphibians, 
trees, plants, birdsand insects. * ... . t 

Accommodation consisted of. cabins, sleeping approximately 
twenty people, in double bunks complote with .mattresses. The 
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Victoria Day Nature■Week-end Camp (cant’d), 
campers were divided into groups of approximately ten and. 
each group was named after a form of wild or plant life, 
i.e.: Aspens, Bobolinks, Cardinals, Dogwoods, Elms, Fireflies 
and Groundhogs. The instructors and directors v/ere in the 
’'Skunk” group. Wo wore different coloured labels on which' 
appeared our names and the group to which we: Were’- assigned. 

Our day began at 6:30 a.n. with the ringing of a loud bell 
(or at 3:30 a. m. if a loud whip-poor-will’s calling succeeded 
in awakening us I, and the early risers were off'to the swampy 
ground—the bird students paradise. At 8:00 a. m. everyone 
gathered for a hearty breakfast. The field trips set out at 
arid returned at twelve noon, in oui assigned g.roups, such 
as Aspens” etc.,'for a delicious lunqh. Afternoon field trips 
left at 1:30'p. m. and returned about 3:30 p. m. Dinner was 
at 6:00 p. m. and much appreciated by all. 

The meal . planning was, varied and the food o.bundant and extreme¬ 
ly good,.including such things as roast beef, salads, and roast 
turkey.with all the trimmings. The dining hall was under the 
direction of nr. John hunter of Till.sonburg, who is in charge 
of the town’s recreational activities. Assisting him was a 
kitenen staff of tnree cooks and four bo 3 ^s. The latter were 
members of the Tillsonburg Junior Hockey Team (which was 
victorious this season}, did everything from dishwashing to 
handyman jobs and ranged in ages from .16 to 18 years. 

Eight o’clock in the evening saw the start of the evening 
program;.including color films, recordings of bird calls 
games, singing and skit by the campers. The evening ond^d 
with hot chocolate and Cookies. ' J 

The campers were continually amazed at the well-planned 
program which was presented by Bob Slstono in such a way as to 
educate and interest the casual as well as the serious nature 
student. . The excellent food, smoothly functioning ad¬ 
ministration and the beautiful surroundings abounding with 
plant and wildlife assured the success of the weekend. 

Monday, the last day, saw a summation and'notation of all 
the flora and fauna soon during tne weekend. The time had 
passed all too quickly and we left regretfully. However, 
wo nad learned much and wo now have hi oh hopes of returning 
next,year. Lot us see more Blue and Brown Guiders take 

advantage of such an opportunity to study our Ontario wildlife 
under expert guidance such as we experienced. Further infor¬ 
mation may bo secured from the Hamilton Nature Club P. 0. 

Box 384, Hamilton, Ontario. 


FROM PETERBOROUGH NATURE CLUE 


WOODLANDS FOR PLEASURE . 

(Recreational Forestry) 

(Nature Bulletin ^331, Forest Preserve Dist. of Cook County, 

Illinois. Reprinted from T.F.N.C. Newsletter No.162, February 1939) 




Woodland for Pleasure (continued) 

The management of woodlands so as to maintain them in a 
natural condition for the pleasure and recreation of the 
public is called recreational forestry. In several 
fundamental aspects it is much different from commercial 
forestry which regards a woodland as a source of forest 
products such as lumber; as a tree factory from which, if 
It is properly managed, a crop of saw logs may bo cut and 
harvested periodically. 

In a natural woodland for recreational use, no native 
species is removed because it is too old, too crooked or 
leaning, too stunted or widespread. Trees of this sort 
lend character and richness to the landscape and interest 
people. To the recreational forester, no native tree or 
shrub Is worthless. He does not always remove a mass of 

grape vines because it is choking and may kill a tree. 

Most dead or hollow trees are permitted to -stand because 
they furnish homes .for birds such as woodpeckers- and owls, 
as'well'as for ahimals such as squirrels, raccoons and 

possums. When a tree dies it is allowed to lie and roL, 

furnishing food and. homos for a vast variety of lower 
animal forms. As these live and die, the tree decays and 
together they return precious foods to the woodland soil. 

People expect to see dead and fallen trees scattered about 
in a natural forost. Death and dccajr, as well as reproduction 
and growth, are natural processes which are constantly at 
work. 

Thus the recreational forester regards a woodland as as. 
community, complete in itself, where each and every species 
of plant, and animal, living, and dead, contributes to the • 
growth, stability and beauty of the whole. He believes 
in leaving - ITc.turo alone, and patiently permits her to solve 
her own problems and work out her own complete system of. 
chocks and balances. He protects the woodland against fires, 
against grazing by livestock, and against damage by automobiles 
or misuse. Otherwise, unless it is seriously attached by^in¬ 
sect pe'sts or some diseo.se his policy is strictly /uids off 1 .’ 

Natural woodlands appeal to people. They may enjoy the 
scenic beauty, the play of sunlight and shadows, the myriads 
kinds of plants and*animals, the combination of small sounds 
and odours, or just the solitude to be found there. Each, 
visitor can gratify his own interests and find his own enjoy¬ 
ment. He will return to his job and the hurly-burly of city 
life feeling rested and refreshed. He has been re-created. 

Those intangibles are what people harvest from woodlands managed 
for their pleasure. 

(The Forest Preserve District,of Cook County, Illinois, was 
created and is managed for the education, pleasure and re¬ 
creation of the people. After approval by public referendum, 

The Board of Forest Preserve Commissioners was authorized by 
law to acquire native forests and other lands which must be 
preserved and protected in their natural state as nearly as 
possible). 

(This is the policy that many persons would like to see establish 
ed by our own Provinial Government, and managed by our capable 
and efficient foresters in Department of Lands and Forests of 
Ontario. Editor) 
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NATURALI r ; ?’ S GUIDE TO ONTARIO - HAND. 




Hamilton is situated. 
Niagara Escarpment comas 

\ ri r\.P\ c? + 


t the wost end of 
close to tlio lake, 
or Dundas and Ancestor, is broken by the he 
appears again south of the city and continu 
Falls. It rises approximately 425 feet 


Lake Ontario where the 
swings to the West north 
ad of the Dundas Valley, 
es eastward to Niagara 
above Hamilton Harbour at 


the top of the Dundas Mountain and' 550 feet above Lake Ontario from 
Hamilton to Niagara Falls. The line of the escarpment is broken 
by small streams which descend - in falls or narrow predipitous t 
valleys. One, Spencer Greek, rises in Beverley Swamp, comes down the 
Dundas Mountain at Webster’s Falls north of Dundas, swings in a wide 
circle to the west and south through the Dundas Valley and turns east 
to empty into the disused Desjardins Canal. Formely the canal_connect¬ 

ed Dundas with Hamilton Harbour and leads through Cooto’-s Paradise . 
Harsh and through the strip of land which separates the marsh from 


the harbou] 


This stria of land is crossed at'the high level by 


Highway ,/6 and at the low level by Highway ,,-2. Waterdown.Creek ■ 

comes down the escarpment at Waterdown and finally empties into the 
head of Hamilton Harbour. Hamilton Harbour is separated from Lake 
Ontario by a sand strip knpwn as Burlington Beach north of Burlington 
Canal, and,Hamilton Beach south of it. Van Wagner’s Beach con¬ 
tinues alqng the lake front east of the city, t Those arc interest¬ 
ing areas for shore birds at migration. On the harbour side of 
the sand strip Snowy Owls.arc sometimes found in winter.) 

Hamilton lies near the northern boundary of the Carolinian Zone 
so that in the ravines close to the city we find plants such as the 
Rue Anemone commonly found farther south and a few miles north-west 
of the city in Severely Swamp wo find the Bunchbarry and Twinflower 
familiar farther north. 

The city is approached from the north and south by Highway 6, 
from the west by 8 and 2, from the east along the north short of 
Lako Ontario by 2, 5 and the Quoeh Elizabeth Way and from the east 
along the south shore of the lake by 8, 20 and the Ru.oen Elizabeth 
Way. 

Routes to points of interest to naturalists start at Westdale 
Collegiate, at the junction of Highways 2 and 8 at the corner of 
Longwood Road and Main Street West. 


The local natural history club is the Hamilton Naturalists’ 

Club which holds its meetings in the Lecture Room' of the Main Branch 
of the Hamilton Public Library,' Main Street West, 2.5 miles oast of 
Westdale Collegiate, at 8 p. n. on the second Monday of'September and 
on the second Monday of each month thereafter until May. Visitors 
to the city can gpt in touch with officers of the blub by telephoning 
the reference desk at..the Main Branch of the Hamilton Public Library, 


1 Wage Par k. Go 4 miles oast on Main st to Gage Avenue, 
turn right on Gage ahd around to the entrance to the parking lot at 
the back of the park. A public park of the City of Hamilton, it 
includes native and introduced trees and gardens. Local and migrat¬ 
ing birds are to bo found in season, especially in early morning and 
in the evening. 

2 Royal Botanical Gardens . This includes most of the'land 
surrounding Coote’s Paradise Marsh as well as some other areas. It^ 
is maintained as public parks and conservation areas with nature trails 
and picnic facilities. Hunting, trapping or the removal of any plants 





Naturalist’s Guido to Ontario (continued) 
is forbidden . Offenders arc prosecuted. 

(a) Wostdalc Ravine and Cooto’s Paradise Marsh. G-o north on 
Longwood Rd. one block to Marion Aye., to the end at Dromore 
Crescent. A cinder drive and nature trails load through’the 
ravine. Wild Rice has been planted in a pond beside the cinder 
drive. Mallard ducks nest there and muskrats live in the banks. 
Along the trails are many native trees', shrubs, flowers and 
ferns, and there is excellent shelter for local and migrating 
birds. Sometimes one sees Red'Fox, Deer, Racoons etc. Trails 
end on the shores of the marsh. 

(b) Hcndric Park. Go north on Longwood Rd., and $2 Highway 
for 3*2 miles. Cherry Hill Gate is on the left, opposite the 
Rendezvous Restaurant. Trails lead through woodland with 
streams and meadows. Interesting at any season. 

(c) North Shore'of Cooto’s Paradise Marsh. Go north on Long¬ 

wood Rod. 1„7 mi. to Old Guelph Road, past longwood Road Parkway 
There arc several vantage points along hero overlooking the ' 
Marsh for observing ducks, s.horobirds'etc. ’ Bear left at Old 
Guelph Road, follow around the marsh .6 mi. to Royal Botanical 
Gardens Arboretum entrance. A trail to the shore of the marsh 
leads through woods with a fine stand of sassafras. Ducks, 

shorebirds,in migration, herons, hawks, woodland and water plant 
and ferns are to bo found, 

(d) Rock'Chapel. Continue on from Arboretum Entrance in (c) 
fori. mi. to first Crossroad. Turn left, go. on 1.2 mi. to 
York Road. Turn right to the top of the mountain. Go loft for 
.6 mi. to Royal Botanical Gardens Parking Lot, and picnic 
facilities.. Rugged paths load along the wooded brow and down 
the mountainside. 

(6) Binkley’s Hollow. Go west on Highway 2 (Main St.) for 
1.2. miles to Hollywood St.. Go right one block into Binkley 
Crescont and half block around the crescent to Lakelet Drive. 
Footpaths load into thick damp woods With good shelter for 
birds and an abundance of moisture-loving plants. 

Ill Dundas Hydro Station . Go west on Main St-for 1 mile to 

Highway 102, Dundas Cut-off, right on 102' for 1.7 miles, right 

at East St., one block, right at Hunter St,. Paths loads oast 

through rushes and Phragmites grass., between mud flats, ponds 

and the Desjardins Canal. Excellent for shore birds at 

migration, 

> 

17. A'/gbs±br 1 s . Pal 1 s, Follow Highway 102 as in throe and 

Highway oigl.it through Dundas and up the mountain 4.2 miles from 
Wcstdalo. Collegiate. Turn right at sign for rWobstcr 1 s Falls. 
Stops descend the cliff by the falls. The ravine below can bo 
foliowod down to Dundas, Interesting at any season. 

VI Rattlesnalco Polnt . . Go north on Highway 2 (Longwood Rd.) 

5.1 miles to Aldershot stop light,'loft 3 miles on Watordown Rd. 
to Highway 5j left on ^5 one block, right on road, to Carlisle 
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Naturalist’s Guido to Ontario (continued) 

4 3 miles. Go right at Carlisle for 7 miles to Appleby Aine, 
left up the mountain. Paths load from the roadside to a lookou . 
Natch for ferns, (Kit. Topog. Series JO M/5 Hamilton, West 

Half.) 

VI LaSalle Park. Take'Highway 7=2 North to Aldershot stop light 
as*in five'7~turn right .3 miles to park entrance. Wooded areas 
overlook Burlington Bay. . Good for ducks, geese and swans m 
early spring, local birds at any time, 

VX1.Albion Falls and King’s Forest Park, 'Go oast'on Main St., 

4.J miles to King St., 3., right on King E., for 2.3 milos to_ 

Mt. Albion Pd., right for 2.3 miles to Mountain /.row Live., righ ' 
for .4 miles to Albion Falls. Rocky wooded ravine below the 

falls is particularly interesting for observing owls. hie t lls 
is spectacular at floodtimo. Buttermilk Falls is .4 miles 
farther along Mountain Brown Blvd.. 

VXL1. Beverl ey S tomp. Go west to Webster’s Fells Pd., as in four 
and continue on ”.2 miles to Bullock’s Corners. Leave; #8 which 
turns loft, and continue) straight ahead on -’rock Hd., o.5 milos 
to Concession eight, Bovorloy Tovrnship. Go loft 4 mlos inbo 
the swamp. (Nat. Topog. Sonos 40 P/S '-alt ^ast Half). AcceoS 
by permission.of local farriers and owners. Many interesting 
birds and plants may bo observed from the road. 

M. Sulnhur Springs Poad . Go west on ,/-2 5 milos into Ancastor, 
turn right at Church Stroot, Sulphur Springs Poad. Tne ro^d 
loads through hilly, partly wooded country where native birds are 
to bo found at all seasons. 

X. Jcrsovvillo Road. Go west on ,f2 5.6 milos through Ancestor, 
turn right?'“ This'Toad likewise loads through hilly wooded 

country. 

XI. Y ork Pnarl . Go west oh MainmStreot 1 mile to ;£L02, and 

2 miles on 102 to York St.. Turn right and follow to York Road. 
Turn right. Access to woods along the road by pormission of 
local farmers and owners. 

XII. Mount ainside within the city. Go east on Main Street .7 
miles to Dundurn St.. Turn right and follow to tno end of the 
street at the foot of the mountain. A path leads along the 
wooded face of the escarpment. 


NOTION TO IoIH'iBSRS. 

Our Club has boon duly incorporated by Lottors Patent under 
The Corporations Act of tho Province of Ontario. The Letters 
Patent dated tho 28th day of January, 1959 . With tho granting 
of those letters patent, the Hamilton Natural 1 st s fi lub is re 
quirod to file with the Provincial Secretary, a cony of its By¬ 
laws, and Constitution. 

As certain articles in the present Constitution arc in need 
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Notice: to Mentors (continued) 

of revision your Directors propose that those following changes 
bo made prior to the'submission of the Constitution to the 
Provincial Secretary. 

The following amendments, therefore, are offered for your 
consideration and approval at the April 1959 mooting. 

W, C. Lync, 

Secretary. 


AMENDM ENTS TO CONSTITU TI ..ON , 

From. 

, 1V Government. ’ 

(c) Term of Director’s office: The twelve directors 

elected at the May meeting shall take office on the‘first of 
September and shall remain in office until tho 31st., of August 
of tho following year. 

Recommended revisi on. 

\ IT Government. 

(c) Torn of Director’s office: The twelve directors 

elected at the May mooting shall take office upon being elected 
and shall remain.in office'until the following annual meeting 
or until their successors are elected or appointed. 

V Duties of Officers and Committees: 

Auditors : Tho Directors shall appoint two members•of tho 

Club who are not Directors or Officers to audit the Club’s 
accounts and report at the'annual meeting upon the scope, 
character and accuracy of the Club’s accounts. 

Recommended Revision . . . 

V Auditors: Two members of the Club who are not Directors 

or Officers shall bo appointed Auditors at the annual general 
meeting. They or one of them shall audit the Club’s accounts 
and report at the annual meeting upon the scope, character and 
accuracy of tho Club’s accounts. 

VL Annual Moeting . The Directors shall call an annunal 

meeting for general business to approve the annual reports in 
September of each year. All officers and committees shall 
submit a written report for tho .past year at the Annual Mooting. 

Recommended Revision. 


VI Meetings. • 

Annual Meeting : The Directors shall call an Annual Meeting 

for general business to approve the annual reports in May of each 
year. All. officers and committees shall submit a written re¬ 
port for the past year at the Annual Meeting. Hie fiscal year 
of the Club shall end - pa the thirtieth day of April. 
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Notice to members (continued) 

VI Mootings . 

Directors* Mooting etc etc.. The Directors’ mooting 
shall be hold on the second Monday of the month’unloss otherwise 
agreed by the Board. ~ 

Roc omondod Revisi on. 

VI Meetings . 

Directo r s! Moot ing etc, etc.. The Directors* mooting 
shall be held on the third Tuesday of tho Month unless other¬ 
wise agreed by the Board, 

VL • Quorum at mootings :’ Fifty members of tho club Khali 
constitute a quorum, etc.. 

Roconr,landed Revision t o 

VT Mootings 

Q uorum at moot in; o: Thirtjr members of tho club shall 

constitute a quorum at a regular or'annual meeting of the club 
etc.. 


Now Books For Club Members at the 


nc.nl].ton Public Li brary 
by Annie J. Hunt. 


In Living birds of the wor ld E, Thomas Gilliard, associate 
curator of birds of tho American Museum of Natural History 
presents an authoritative and comprehensive survey of all the 
known bird families alive today. "Feathers arc known only in 
birds, because of them, birds cannot be confused with any other 
creatures in the animal kingdom," This book is a remarkable 
collection of bird photographs, many in color including some 
rare birds and unique habitat'shots, taken by some 60 photograph¬ 
ers in all parts of the glob-. The well-written, accurate. 
descriptions make this a very v.worthwhilo treasury for the bird 
lover for both reading; and reference, It would make an ideal 
"gift" book for a naturalist.- This book is tho third volume 
in the beautiful World of nature seri es. The first two volumes 
arc, Living' mammals of tho world ,by Ivan T. Sanderson and Living , 
reptiles of tho world , by Karl P. Schmidt and. Robert F. Ingcr. 


For anyone, interested in tho fascinating natural hi; 
makes or in identifying then The snakes o f Ontario by 


jtory 
E. B, 


of 


Logior, associate Curator of tho department of ichthyology and 
herpetology at the Royal Ontario Museum of 
guide. It includes descriptive accounts, 
distribution for the individual species as 
facts about snakes. 

Hie mushroom hunter’s field guide, by a 


Zoology, is a general 
diagrams and naps of 
well as interesting 


H. Smith i£ 

practical, copiously illustrated text of common edible 


a 

and 




New Books (continued)„ 


poisonous mushrooms. 

loaders who enjoyed 
wife team of' naturalist 
their socojid. book Paths 
illustrations arc by H. 
travels. 

0. B. Williams. entomologist, has pionocrod 


The Worl d of Night by the husband-and- 
Lorus and Margery Milne will welcome 
cross the Ba rth . Tho black and white 
It is the story of animal 


in the 


B. Kano. 


, . > -7 -*—mj.ujj.vvx eu j_jj. uii<j 0U. Cl V" O f 

the migratory movements of insects for nearly half a century. 
In tho book Insect migration ho gives an up-to-date record of 

\PIOinf .1 -0 4- _ _1 _ * l 


the present knowledge of this subject. 

I he, Ants , by Whilholn G-oetsch offers reliable 
for the layman on ant behavior, by a specialist 


information 
in this field. 


MEETINGS. 


Ill TU NE EVENTS. 


Monday, April lpth, 1959. 

KN O 1 // /CUP WILDlIEE NEIGHBOURS FOP FU N (i 1 lustratod) by 
Mrs. F. W. Wallis, of Belleville. She stalks the wildlifo 
in the bushlonds and swamps and catches then on film. 


Monday May 11th, 
IISIABBPS NIGHT , 
toll of interesting 
tact Miss. Dirkin a 
May 7th. 


1959. 

-•Members are invited to show pictures and 
activities during the year. 1 Please con- 
t the next mooting or call Ja 7 - 6172 , before 


FIELD EVENTS, 


Sunday April 12th, 1959. ' ... Auto trip to Oak Orchard Swamp 

for goose. Moot at John and Main ..Streets at 7.00 b.n. Loader 
Dim MacLarcn, Ja. 9-51?l (business) Ja. 7-1619 (homo). 


Saturday April 25th, 
terns, swallows etc., 
Loader; P.D.F. Bourne, 


1959. ■ Through Westdale Aavinc for ducks, 
moot at Marion and Clino at 2,00 p m. 
la 7-7657. 


Saturday, May 2nd, 1959: Spring hiko for Wild 
Hondrio Valley. Moot at 2.00 pm at parking lot 
Botanical Gardens Building on No. 2 , Highway. 

A. E, LeWarnc, Ja 7-2219. 


Flowers at 
behind new 
Loader: 


.Don’t forget May 23rd, Bus trip to Lake Erie. ' " ' 

For information call Miss. Eunice Smilic, Ja. 2-1669. 
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Jinn on club raws 


President 
Vice President 
Secretary 
Vice-Secretary 
Records Secretary 
Study Area Director 
Representatives for 
those under 14 years. 


F, 0. 


The Federation of Ontario Naturalists has begun "The Young 
Naturalists Club" for girls and boys from 8-12 years of age. This 
club is for individuals, whereas to form local Junior Audubon Club 1 
ten or more members is required. 

The Young Naturalists Club is"a corresponding Club and for 
^0 per yoar (maybe raised to $1.00) you receive a Racoon badge and 
a monthly newspaper "The Young Naturalist" with interesting simply 
written nature articles (with photographs) about things to do and 
see, Thoro will be a "questions and answers" section and a "letters 
to the editor" section for girls and boys. Seasonal checklists 
of birds will bo issued several times each year. For further in¬ 
formation contact Dr. Douglas Davies, 11 Dromore Crescent, Hamilton, 
(Ja 9 - 3130 ) or write Young Naturalist Club, Federation of Ontario 
Naturalists, 187 Highbourne Ave., Toronto, 7 . 


Robert Curry 

Li 

5^5557 

Ralph Idona 

Fu 

3-6411 

Caroline Lawson 

Ma 

8-8133 

Norma Allewell 

Ma 

8—6406 

Don Campbell 

Ja 

9-4735 

John Miles 

Ja 

2-6160 

Marina Idema 

Fu 

3-6411 

Alfred Senior 

Li 

3-1442 

TARTS "THE YOUNG 

NATURALISTS 

CLUB" 


THE 1938 CHRISTMAS BIRD CENSUS , 
by John Miles. 

At 2.43 a. m on Sunday, December 28, Ralph Idema and I left 
my house to begin our part of the 1938 Christmas Bird Census. The 
new day was cold. There was no wind. Overhead the stars very 
rarely peeped through the blanket of cloud. 

We combed the pines in Gage Park with our flash lights. Not a 
single Starling could we find! A change from 1937, when six 
thousand were roosting here-when the count that year was conducted. 

Leaving Gage Park we continued cast along King Street. We had 
seven long cold miles to walk to Stoney Creek. We had to be there 
before dawn, and we could not .take a bus as they were not running 
at this time in the morning. At King Street and Lawrence Road we 
wore detained for a few minutes when two detectives pulled up in 
their car and questioned us to find out why we were on the streets 
at four-thirty on a Sunday morning. 

We arrived at the starting place above the town of Stoney Creek 
where the main line of the Toronto, Hamilton, and Buffalo Railway 
and the stream of Stoney'Creek cross. Here we sat down and waited 
for dawn. At 7;15- a » m. a Slate-coloured Junco announced his pre¬ 
sence through the cold quiet air. A few minutes later Cardinals and 
Winter Wrens were in full song. The "count" was 'underway. 
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Junior Club news (continued) 
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North of Burton Street a blackbird was scon flying into the 
top of a tree that just showed over ridge to the west. Hurriedly 
the telescope was setup. The only bird visible in the tree was 
a Hob ini Grabbing the "scope'', Ralph and I rushed up the hillside 
until we were at the top of the ridge. There in the valley below 
us was a Rusty Blackbird in company.with a Swamp Sparrow. Overhead 
the Robin was singing vigorouBly K1 M4MS s the cheery whistles of the 
Cardinals that wore feeding in the brush piles along the sides of 
the rc.vi.3ie. 


We continued .north to the Stoney Crock Pond, just north of the 
Canadian National Railway "right.of Way". Hpre.wc,found one Winter 
Wren, two Rusty Blackbirds, and twenty Song Sparrows. From the end 
of Lake. Avenue wo had our only chance to look over Lake Ontario. 
There on the calm water wore ducks of various kinds-*- 2,5 Common 
Goldeneye, 99 01 ,d squaw, 57 Common Merganser, and '] Red Breasted 
Merganser. Then I noticed it’. On Lake Ontario just oast^of us 
was swimming an immature male King Rider, one of the rare winter 
sea duck sip but there for almost anybody to see. 

We hurried to the marsh near the mouth of Rod Bill Creek. 
Halfway through the marsh I noticed three blackbirds- in the rushes,, 
to my right. There wore three Red wing Blackbirds. More surpris¬ 
ing.,was the small green bird on the top of the cottail right in 
front of rue. Of all 'things, it was a Yellowthroat Warbler’. 

Turning southward wo walked along Red Hill Crook towards King 
Street. On the south side-of the map,ah wo found three Robins', 
perched in a Manitoba Maple tree above our heads. 

Along the creek wo saw Pheasants, Black-capped Chickadees, 

Brown Creepers, Golden-crowned Kinglets, Cardinals, and many other 
winter birds. 

The discoveries were surprising. After such cold temperatures 
and heavy ...snow falls, there wore more wintering birds that should 
have been hundreds of miles farther south than usual. Indeed., 
several of the species found that day have boon rarely seen in 
Southern Ontario in winter. 


FUTURE JUNTOS CLUB EVENTS. 


MEETINGS. 


Saturday, April 4-th, 7.30 p. m. Y. W. 0. A, Room E. 

Mrs7 A. ~ G, CY Bahr will return to tell us about " Mostly Wild- 
Flower s 1 ,! ' Mrs. Bahr is well known for her beautiful colour photography 
and tonight she will show us transparencies of spring flowers and trees. 

Sa turday, Apri 1 161h , 7*30 p, m. Y. W. C. .1, .Room a* 

. Miss, A. Z. LoWarno will show us coloured mavils of outings 
of.the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club— outings where important projects 
were continued such as inspecting and repairing Wood Duck 3oxos and 
treorienting . We may have a short time to talk about the hike made 

03i the same morning. 
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H IKE'S . 

Thursday, A pi-il 2 nd,., 9 .30 p. in. Bee-Tree Hike 
Mr. Robert K. Sergeant (Fu 5-77737“ will lead a hike in 
East Hamilton to see a live colony of honey boons in a special 
tree.^ Meet at'Dominion Store at Queenston Hoad (East End 
Traffic Circle)'» Take a Iiing-Strathoarn Bus from centre of 
the city. Wear Waterproof Footwea rV Many migrant birds may 

be scon also. 


Satu rday, April 1 6th.. 9:00 a. m. Car Hike 

Mr. Janes Dowall (Ja 9-9109)will load a car hike along the 
north shore of Bay for Caspian and other Terns and'possibly on 
the Mountain for Upland Plover and Northern Shrike/ Meet at 
Main St,, and University Ave nue. Take a West Fani.lt 031 ““Main 
West bus. Parents with car's welcome? 


NOTEWORTHY BIRD RECORDS 


Number of species recorded, to April 2 , 1959 - 116 


Red-necked Grebe 

Horned Grebe 
Eared Grebe 

Pied-billed Grebe 
Great Blue Heron 
Whistling Swan 


Canada Goose ( 

Gadwall 

Pintail 

Green-winged Teal 
Blue-winged Teal 

American Widgeon 
Shoveler 

Wood Duck 
Redhead 


(l)Mar. 8 F Clarkson 
(4l)Mar.l4 Bay & Lake Ont. 
(7)Mar.l4 P » " 

(l)i£ar,14 A Brant Inn 
(l)Mar.20 Ship Street 
(l)Mar„21 A Lome Park 

(1) f/iar.20 A Stelco Parkdale 
(24)Mar. 9 A Ryckman's Cors. 

(2) Mar.l2 Burlington Golf C„ 

(59)Far„17 " " " 

'(364)Mar.21 " " » 

flock)Feb.25 A Port Credit 

(32)Mar„21 Van Wagner's Beach 

(3) Mar„29 A Dundas Marsh 
(l)Peb,14 A Oakville 

(l50)Mar.20 Ship Street 

(3) Mar.20 A Ship Street 
(l)Mar.28 A Lome Park 

(1) Mar„29 Dundas Marsh 

(2) Mar.l5 A La Salle Park 

(4) Mar.20 A Ship Street 
( 19 )Apr. 2 Dundas Marsh 

(6)Mar.21 A " " 

(l8)Peh.l4 P Longwood Road 


Mr. & Mrs. Don Smith 

George & Laurel North 
11 m n 

11 11 11 

G. W. North 
Don Perks 
Leslie A. Gray 
Robert 0 „ Elstone 

Mrs. W. R. Morris 
11 11 11 

James Dowall, G. North 

Mr. I. Sisler 

Ralph McCleary, R.Rosche 

Robert MacLaren, North 

Ed Waltho 

G. W. North 

John Miles, G. North 

Don Gunn 

Robert Curry 

G, W. N 0 rth 

G, W. North, Doug Smith 
G. W„ North 
John Miles, J. Dowall 
W. A, T. Gilmour 
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Ring-necked. Duck (2)Feb 
Canvasback * (5)Mar 
Lesser Scaup (2)Mar 
Harlequin Duck (2)Mar 
White-winged Scoter (6)Mpr 
Ruddy Duck (l)Mar 
Hooded Mergan'ser (2)Mar 
Cooper 1 s Hawk (1)Mar 
Red-tailed Hawk (l8)Mar 


Red-shouldered Hawk (2)Ma 

(1)tear 
(l)Mar 
(3)Mar 
(3) Feb 
1 )Mar 
1 )Apr 
5) Apr 
1) Feb 
l)Apr 
)Mar 


Bald Es.gle 
Marsh Hawk 
American Coot 
Killdeer 

American Woodcock 
Common Snipe 
Glaucous Gull 
Iceland Gull 


Gull 


Bonaparte 1 
Black-leg. 

Mourning Dove 
Snowy Owl 
Belted Kingfisher 

Red-head.Woodpecker 
Yellow-b. Sapsucker 

Bo-b. 3-toed Y/oodpkr 
Eastern Phoebe 

Common Crow 
Winter Wren 
Robin 

Eastern Bluebird 
Golden-cr. Kingls 
Water Pipit 
Bohemian Waxwing 


(2 


Kittiwake(1 )Mar 
(2)Mar 
(1)F4b 
(i)Feb 
l)Mar 
, 1) Feb 
(1)Mar 
(l)Apr 
(1) Feb 

(1) Mar 

(2) Apr 
(l800)Mar 

(2)Apr 
(28)Mar 
(2)Mar 
t ( 5 )Mar 

(1) Apr 

(2) Mav 
5 )Mar 
1 )Mar 
1 )Apr 
l)Feb 


.28 
; 8 
.15 
.28 
. 8 
.28 
.15 
. 5 
. 5 
.20 
. 1 
.28 
.31- 
.28 
.25 
. 1 
. 2 

.28 

r~\ 

o £ 
.21 
. 22 . 
.21 


Loggerhead Shrike 
Myrtle Warbler 
Eastern Meadowlark _ 
Red-winged Blackbird(2fflar 
Comrnon Grackle ( 1 ) Feb 

Brown-headed Cowbird( 2 )Mar 
Evening Grosbeak ( 8 o)Mar 


Rufous-sided Towhee 
Vesper Sparrow 
Oregon Junco 
Fox Sparrow 

Snow Bunting 


(1) Apr 

( 2 ) Apr 
2 )Mar 
1 )Mar 
l)Apr 
, 6 ) Feb 

(40) Feb 


F Brant Inn 
F Lake Ontario 
F La Salle Park 
Burlington 
Grimsby Beach 
F La Salle - Park 
F La Salle Park 

A Mount Albion 

p 11 11 

F 70 Brant St. 

A Sulphur Springs 
F Palermo 
F La Salle park • 

A Mohawk Rd.j Marsh 
A Ancaster Park 
A Dundas Marsh.. 

fpot of James St. 

A Bandas ■ Marsh 
foot of James St. 

A La Salle Park 
A Estaminet, Burlgtn 
F Aldershot 
13 A Burlington 
» 7 Burlington 
.29 F La Salle Park 
.28 A fetn . , GrirnsbyBea.eh 
. 1 A Sulphur 1 Springs 
. 2 F Bull 1 s Lane 
.12 AvLorne Park 
.28 A Lome Park 
. 1 King's Forest 
0 3 Mountainside roost 
. 1 F King's Forest 
. 1 F Ancaster, etc. 

.27 A Mineral Sprgs. Rd„ 
.21 F Y/estdale Park 
. 2 A foot of John St. 

. 1 A Sulphur Springs 
. 1 Burlington 
.29 A Westover 
. 2 F King's Forest 
.28 F IT. of Smithville 
. 1 F Ancaster 
.28 F Hannon 
.21 F Westdale 
15 Aldershot, etc. 

1 F King's Forest 
1 A " » 

7 Millgrove 
. 28 A Lome Park 
. 2 Quigley's Road 
.15 Grimsby Beach 
.22 Tintern 


J. A. F. Dowall, G. W. Forth 
G. McBride, John.Olmsted 
J. Dowall, R. Curry, Olmsted 
J. Dowall, G„ W. Forth 
G. Forth, G. McBride, R. Curry 
J. Dowall, Curry, Olmsted, Forth 

11 ■ 11 11 11 11 

Robert Curry 
11. 11 

G. W. Forth 

R. K. Sargeant, G. W. Forth 
J. Dowall, D. K. Powell•, Forth 
John Miles., 

Mab Anderson,; Don Cavan et al. 
Laurel Forth 
John Miles 
G. W. Forth 

J. A. F. Dowall,' G. W. Forth 
G. W. Forth 
J. Dowall, G. W„ Forth 
Tony Mason, G., W. Fqrth 
D. K„ Powell 
John D„ Johnstone 
Muriel Matson 
Robert.Curry . • 

George Meyers 

G. W. Forth, J. Dowall 

Douglas Graham 

Pat Smith 

Don Gunn 

Robert Curry 

J. Miles 

R. Curry 

R. K. Sargeant, G. Forth 
G. W. Forth 
John Miles 
G„ W. Forth 

G„ W. Forth, E. Sargeant, Dowall 

John D. Johnstone 

R. MacLaren, G, Forth 

Robert Curry 

George Meyers 

G. Forth, R. K. Sargeant 

Curry 

J. Miles 

J. Dowall, L. Gray, et al. 

Robert Curry 

11 11 

J. Dowall, G. W. Forth 
Don Gunn 

R. K. Sargeant, Miles, Curry 

George Meyers 

Dr. R MacLaren, G. Forth 


Please send your reports to Mr. George Forth, 249 Charlton Ave. W. 
Hamilton, Ont., Telephone JA 2-6082, before the 15 th of the month/ 



